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Draft Lift, Escalator and Passenger Conveyor Regulation and the use of stair or vertical platform lifts installed for persons with a physical disability.

Compiled by : rudelle@safenetafrica.co.za
New proposed Lift, Escalator and Passenger Conveyor Regulations were published for comment in Government Gazette Notice Number 26708 dated 27 August 2004. These Regulations are currently in draft format and all interesting parties have until the 27th of November to comment on these Regulations. Most lifts and escalators installed on premises will most probably already be in compliance with these Regulations should the property owners have contracted a reputable lift or escalator servicing company to conduct the regular services and inspections as required. The new proposed Regulations do however give clear guidelines on certain equipment previously not regarded as lifts by some.

It is quite common to find that companies who installed lifts for persons with physical disabilities such as stair and vertical platform lifts do not regard their installations as lifts and for this reason they very seldom provide employers with the necessary registration certificates, test or inspection reports as required for the more commonly used lifts. This is mainly due to the fact that a lift is currently defined as: “a permanent lifting installation used for the conveyance of persons or persons and goods, by means of a car running in a well on fixed guides and serving landings, but does not include a hoist worked by hand power, a goods hoist or a builder’s hoist”. Although I am of the opinion that the intention of the legislator was to include lifts for persons with physical disabilities, some persons disagree and regard this type of lift to be excluded from the definition. The proposed Regulations however defines a lift as: “any permanent lifting installation used for the conveyance of persons, persons and goods or access goods only lifts by means of a conveyance or platform running on a fixed guide or guides and serving landings but does not include a hoist worked by hand power or a temporary installed building hoist”. 

It is clear from the proposed definition that all lifting installations are included and the same provisions will therefore apply irrespective of the size of the installation or the purpose for which the lift will be used. The proposed Regulation also incorporates ten (10) South African National Standards (Old SABS Codes) of which two specifically prescribes the safety specifications for lifts used by persons with physical disabilities.    

The draft Lift, Escalator and Passenger Conveyor Regulations contains the following requirements pertaining to the installation and maintenance of lifts:

1. Prior to the use of a lift permission must be obtained from the Department of Labour who will after receipt of the Annexure 1 form issue an official registration number for the lift. The lift will however only be registered should the user be able to provide the Department of Labour with a comprehensive report which will specify that the lift has been erected, tested and is in compliance with the standards as per the incorporated South African National Standards;

2. Each lift must be marked with the following particulars:

a. Name of the manufacturer;

b. Year of installation;

c. Year of modifications;

d. Official number;

e. Rated speed in meters per second; and

f. Rated load in kilograms.

3. All lifts must be inspected and tested:

a. After installation and before use;

b. After weaknesses were identified which renders the use of the lift unsafe;

c. After modifications were made to the installation;

d. After changing to another lift service provider; and

e. At intervals not exceeding 24 months.

4. A comprehensive report must be drafted after each of the above-mentioned inspections. The format and contents of the report is prescribed by the safety standards incorporated under the Regulations;

5. A person who is registered with the Engineering Council of South Africa as a Registered Person for the sole purpose of inspecting and testing lifts may perform these tests and inspections. Prior to being registered as a Registered Person the applicant will have to proof that he / she:

a. Has sufficient knowledge of the safety specifications applicable to the installation, inspection and testing of lifts; and

b. Has appropriate practical experience in respect of the installation, inspection, testing and maintenance of the equipment.

6. Additional to the comprehensive bi-annual inspection and test all lifts must also be serviced monthly by a competent lift service provider. In accordance with the definition a competent service provider is any private person who holds certain technical qualifications or a company who employees persons who hold these qualifications;

7. Any weaknesses identified during these inspections or tests which could result in a danger to the users of the lift must be reported to the owner of the installation as well as to the local Department of Labour’s office; and

8. All test and inspection reports must be kept on the premises for a period of at least 10 years after such tests and inspections were conducted. 
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