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Cost of Occupational Diseases

Compiled by : rudelle@safenetafrica.co.za
Every year the Compensation Commissioner publishes a report, which provides some information on the number of incidents and occupational diseases reported during a specific year. The report also gives detail information on the cost incurred by the Compensation Commissioner as a result of having to pay for the medical expenses and compensation in certain cases. The problem with these reports is however the fact that it in most cases provides information on incidents or occupational diseases, which were reported more than 5 years ago. The most recent report for instance contains information on incidents and occupational diseases reported in 1998. The reason for this is unclear but I presume that the Compensation Commissioner waits until all medical costs are accounted for before publishing these stats. Although old the statistics do give us clear indications of the main occupational health problems in industry.  The most recent report provides some interesting information on occupational disease. An occupational disease is defined as a personal illness arising out of and contracted in the course of an employee’s employment and which is listed in Schedule 3 to the COIDA.

It has been reported that there may be a problem with occupational diseases being underreported due to these illnesses being difficult to diagnose or due to it being difficult to make the link between the disease and the workplace activities. The most recent report reported that a total of 9297 occupational diseases were reported to the Compensation Commissioner during 1998. The cost for these occupational diseases amounted to R124 371 602, 00. Of the total number of occupational diseases reported 7711 were noise induced hearing loss cases and 752 cases of dermatitis. These two types of occupational diseases therefore amounted to 91% of all occupational disease cases reported.  
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NUMBER AND COST OF OCCUPATIONAL DISEASES ACCORDING TO TYPE OF DISEASE AND EXTENT - 1998

Disease
Medical Aid Only
Temporary Disablement
Permanent Disablement
Fatal
Total


Cases
Cost
Cases
Cost
Cases
Cost
Cases
Cost
Cases
Cost

Pneumoconiosis
10
0
R 0
0
R 0
4
R 413 232
0
R 0
4
R 413 232

Pleural Thickening
11
0
R 0
0
R 0
8
R 665 901
3
R 1 359 842
11
R 2 025 743

Bronchopulmonary disease
12
17
R 12 343
4 
R 14 783
4
R 198 264
0
R 0
25
R 225 391

Byssinosis
13
1
R 134
4
R 9 104
5
R 589 737
0
R 0
10
R 598 975

Occupational Ashma
14
28
R 58 296
11
R 38 360
28
R 3 567 568
1
R 58 896
68
R 3 723120

Alveolitits
15
1
R 7 987
0
R 0
0
R 0
0
R 0
1
R 7 987

Pathological Manifestations
16
21
R 7 246
2 
R 2 990
1
R 772 487
0
R 0
24
R 782 723

Erosian (Oral & Naval Cavity)
17
10
R 10 502
6
R 21 391
1
R 309 601
0
R 0
17
R 341 495

Dysbarism
18
37
R 29 055
25
R 63 935
1
R 713
0
R 0
63
R 93 703

Radiation
19
0
R 0
0
R 0
0
R 0
0
R 0
0
R 0

Dermatitis
20
450
R 258 814
288
R 300 720
14 
R 616 304
0
R 0
752
R 1 175 837

Mesothelioma
21
0
R 0
0
R 0
29
R 6 805 911
11
R 5 349 030
40
R 12 154 941

Cancer (Lung, skin, Larynx, mouth cavity or Bladder)
22
0
R 0
0
R 0
0
R 0
0
R 0
0
R 0

Cancer (Lung, Nose, Sinus)
23
0
R 0
0
R 0
0
R 0
0
R 0
0
0R 

Disease
Medical Aid Only
Temporary Disablement
Permanent Disablement
Fatal
Total


Cases
Cost
Cases
Cost
Cases
Cost
Cases
Cost
Cases
Cost

Lung Cancer
24
0
R 0
0
R 0
4
R 372 771
3
R 1 050 181
7
R 1 422 952

Angiosarcoma of the Liver
25
0
R 0
0
R 0
1
R 18 120
0
R 0
1
R 18 120

Bladder Cancer
26
0
R 0
0
R 0
0
R 0
0
R 0
0
R 0

Leulaemia
27
0
R 0
0
R 0
1
R 65 736
0
R 0
1
R 65 736

Skin Cancer
28
0
R 0
0
R 0
0
R 0
0
R 0
0
R 0

Tuberculosis of the lung
29
44
R 10 230
27
R 180 923
13
R 1 272 649
1
R 146 347
85
R 1 610 148

Brucellosis
30
3
R 2 226
2
R 4 285
0
R 0
0
R 0
5
R 6 511

Anthrax
31
0
R 0
1
R 5 052
0
R 0
0
R 0
1
R 5 052

Q-Fever
32
1
R 845
0
R 0
0
R 0
0
R 0
1
R 845

Bovine Tuberculosis
33
0
R 0
1
R 1 311
0
R 0
0
R 0
1
R 1 311

Rift Valley Fever
34
0
R 0
0
R 0
1
R 14 173
0
R 0
1
R 14 173

Hearing Loss
35
408
R 21 488
2
R 12 474
7 301
R 96 867 807
0 
R 0
7 711
R 96 901 770

Hand-Arm Vibration Syndrome
36
1
R 3 878
0
R 0
0
R 0
0
R 0
1
R 3 878

Muscle Overstraining
37
8
R 36 699
3
R 26 448
0
R 0
0
R 0
11
R 63 147

Occupational diseases n.e.c.
98
201
R 397 575
246
R 434 797
0
R 0
9
R 1 882 439
456
R 2 714 811

TOTAL
1 231
R 857 319
622
R 1 116 574
7 416
R 112 550 976
28
R 9 846 734
9 297
R 124 371 602
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