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There is an age-old adage that reads as follows: “ What you do not know will not hurt you.”

However, when it comes to incident prevention, this saying could so easily have read : “What you do not know, could kill you.”.

In terms of Section 8 of the OHSAct, 1993, one of the duties an employer has been charged with is that of establishing what hazards to the health and safety of persons are attached to any work they have to perform. 

This duty is further supported by the fact that the employer has the duty to inform every employee and ensure that they are made conversant with these hazards.

This includes equipping employees with enough knowledge and understanding to assess the risks in their immediate working environment and to take the necessary precautions accordingly.

The importance of a risk assessment prior to the commencement of work cannot be overemphasized. This exercise should be conducted jointly by the team  and the team leader and supervisor. It is also recommended that this be recorded in writing and be signed by all present.

In a nutshell, all this can be described as the “ABC” of pre-task risk assessment:

A ssess the risks;

B ehave / Act accordingly, and implement agreed

C ounter measures in order to eliminate or reduce the identified risks.

Risk Management is about proactively identifying, evaluating and managing those factors that could become the root cause of occupational injuries and diseases. 

One certain way of attaining this is the enforcement of Pre-task Risk Assessments in the workplace. 

For more information and assistance in this regard, please do contact one of our consultants.

This is the SAFENET(AFRICA) Team  bidding you an enjoyable weekend.

Quote

~ It is not wise to risk more than what you are willing to lose. ~
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