SAFETY THOUGHT –  14 May 2004

Are we doing enough to safeguard our children against accidents?

Compiled by : berenice@safenetafrica.co.za
A local newspaper recently featured an article about a learner at a Primary School who was fatally injured when a gate on the school grounds fell onto him.

This begs the question: “ Are we doing enough to safeguard our children against accidents at home, at school or at play?”

How bad is the problem?

The Trauma and Medical Emergency Unit at the Red Cross War Memorial Children’s Hospital in Cape Town treats an average of 3000 children per month. The sad fact is that most of these incidents could have been prevented had an adult had the foresight to take a few sensible precautions.

What can be done?

What follows is a generic check list with 5 basic  that can be used by employees, managers, teachers, child minders parents and all persons who are in a position of authority and exercising supervision over children:

1) Assess the Hazards :–

·  Identify systematically any hazardous areas, operations and activities particularly vehicles, machinery or mechanical and electrical equipment and chemicals.

2) Keep children away from areas where hazardous activities are performed:- 

· Identify areas from which children should be excluded. What arrangements should be made to keep them out. Consider displaying warning signs. Establish designated “PLAY SAFE” areas.

3) Make all areas that are accessible to children – safe.

· If children have constant, unrestricted access to specific areas, how can it be made safer? Can general housekeeping be improved? Are dangerous machines properly guarded? Are openings in the ground, swimming pools properly fenced and made inaccessible to unauthorised and unsupervised little ones?

4) Instruct employees:

· Safety awareness should go beyond the boundaries of “safety at work”. Employees should be made aware that the very same principles that prevent workplace injury, may also be applied to prevent injury at home.

5) Inform visitors:-

· Ensure that visitors to your premises are fully informed of the precautions in place to safeguard children and that they also adhere to these.

Safety suggestions to safeguard children against injury in a nutshell.

· Always be on the lookout for children, particularly when starting or driving (reversing especially)  vehicles or starting and operating machinery. Remember that children often hide in unlike corners when playing games.

· Drive at a safe speed, particularly in built-up areas where there is a likelihood of children playing or crossing the street. Note that the 60 km/h speed limit might well be too fast in some cases…….

· Never leave the keys in an unattended vehicle’s ignition.

· Be aware of areas where children should not be presents, eg construction sites, road works, etc. Help to ensure that they are kept out of the area, and if necessary inform the employer, parent or teacher.

· When handling hazardous chemical substances make sure that they are in child proof containers and safely locked away after use. Please do not rely on the “danger” labels on containers , as 80 % of children who ingest chemicals cannot read, write or interpret a symbolic safety sign in any case.

· When maintaining machinery, make sure that all guards are replaced after use.

· Keep the toilet cover down and the bathroom door closed at all times. If possible, install a toilet cover safety hatch.

· Always have a first-aid kit and emergency phone contacts handy. Parents, teachers and child minder should ideally be trained in the basics of child safety and CPR.

Remember, we all can do something pro-actively to help save a child’s life, at home, at work and at play.

This is us at SAFENET (AFRICA) wishing you a safe weekend.

For more information on us, our products and services and on how we can assist you, please visit our website at www.safenetafrica.co.za
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