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SAFETY THOUGHT – 28 May 2004

Anti-Hijack Awareness

Compiled by :  berenice@safenetafrica.co.za
“Hi-jackings on the rise in the Western Cape”. This was one of the head lines featured in a local newspaper during the past week.

This statement was substantiated with the following statistic obtained from the Institute of Strategic Studies: Carjackings rose by a staggering 254 % (in the Western Cape)  compared to a 14 % increase nationally.

Not only is there a marked increase in the number of hi-jacking incidents, the methods used seem to change constantly and the nature of the attacks also seem to become more violent .

Apart from the financial loss and trauma to the victims associated with hi-jacking, there seems to be a total disregard for life (by the perpetrator) and more victims wind up losing their lives or sustaining severe physical injury.

A large percentage of employees are faced with this risk on a daily basis and employers have to deal with the duty of having to manage this.

Sections 8 & 13 (Duties of the Employer and the (Employer’s) Duty to Inform) provides the legal framework to assist businesses to manage this risk.  This would include equipping staff with the necessary skills to deal with a “hi-jacking” situation and also providing the necessary infrastructure (eg Counselling) and Recovery plans.

It has now been proven that Hi-Jackings happen to all, regardless of race, gender, age, status and it does not even matter which vehicle you drive. The potential “victim” is identified and attacked.

Allow us to make an attempt to assist you with some common sense principles to apply in order to avoid becoming a victim:

· Ask for a security escort if you are alone at a shopping complex (especially after dark) or entering a parking garage. There is safety in numbers !!!!
· Do not be a target when turning your back to load your vehicle.
· Approach any intersection and traffic light with caution. Maintain a good “getaway” distance between yourself and the vehicle ahead when stationary at a traffic light.
· As you approach your vehicle look under, inside and around your vehicle.
· Teach and practice (with your children) to enter and exit the vehicle quickly.

· If you are bumped in traffic be very suspicious of the incident:

· What to do: Wave to follow, and drive to a Petrol garage, busy place or even an SAPS Office.

· If you are accosted by an armed hi-jacked, do not resist !!!. Give up the keys or money if demanded, without resistance.  Do not argue, fight or chase the attacker – this act could cause serious injury or even have fatal consequences..

· When driving (particularly in built-up or urban areas)  always drive with your car doors locked and windows closed.
· An extremely high number of hi-jackings also occur in driveways of dwellings.
· What to do: If the situation looks suspect as you approach your driveway (ie loiterers, etc) drive around for a while until the situation looks acceptable or alert the neighbours – or even the SAPS, if need be.
· Invest in good motion sensing security lights in your driveway area.

Please note that the above list is by no means conclusive and we appeal that common sense, alertness and total awareness of the surroundings need to prevail !!!!!

BE ALERT in order to STAY ALIVE !!!!!

From all of us here at SAFENET (AFRICA) : Have a safe weekend !!!
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